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This paper contributes to the literature on theiGseconomic determinants of
health inequality. Empirical analysis is based arigBrian data for a period of
economic transition to a market economy and a rap@fease in incom
inequality. It builds a model based on links betwdleeories explaining health
inequalities with level of income, income inequglitsocial inequalities,
interaction between income and social inequalitegess to health services and
health care utilisation. The results provide a fbsdink between these major
theories. The relationship between level of incomegme inequality and health
appears to have a social gradient, which is higblysitive to the level of out-of-
pocket health care payments. An important findirigthe paper is a “Rom
minority paradox” in the expected health statuthefpopulation.

Nora Markova is a post-doctoral research fellowtlted Australian Centre for Economic
Research on Health at the Australian National Usitye She has experience in various health
economics sectors, including academic, corporateemment and consultancy work. In
addition to her DPhil and MSc from the University@xford (UK) and Masters from UNWE
(Bulgaria), she has qualifications in health andltecare research from the University of
Lausanne, Switzerland, and the World Bank Institutd Summelweis University, Hungary. Dr
Markova was involved in the establishment of a dlai Health Insurance Fund in Bulgaria,
she was a director of a Global Development Netwedearch project, and has held research
positions in the International Monetary Fund, U%#&d the World Institute for Development
Economics Research of the United Nations Universitgland. Dr Markova'’s research interests
include equity in health and health care, healtie ead poverty, health care systems financing,
health care reforms in the transition countries lagalth of minority groups.

The presentation will be followed by a glass of wine. For additional information, please contact
Benoit Mathivet: b.mathivet@ssees.ucl.ac.uk.



